
 

Welcome to the March 2026 edition of our Residents’ eNewsletter. 

 

 

Future of local government in West Sussex 

The government has delayed its decision on the reorganisation of councils in West 
Sussex. 

All eight councils in the county had submitted a business case for either one or two 
unitary authorities in West Sussex. 

This week the government announced it would not make a decision yet on the plans 
for the whole of Sussex but would look to modify the proposals put forward. 

Cllr Paul Marshall, leader of West Sussex County Council, has expressed his 
disappointment at this latest development from the government. 

Read our full response 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fgovernment-makes-announcement-on-future-of-local-government-in-west-sussex%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/YbLW07XPuCBVFqN2rG41ee55CJhYNrD1xBVSf7bztTY=450


 

Helping residents live well and be independent 

We have renewed our Adult Social Care Strategy to improve how adults and carers 
are supported across the county. 

The plan - Living Well and Being Independent – has been shaped with people who 
experience care, carers, and partner organisations, and focuses on providing clear 
information, early support and help closer to home. 

With more people needing care and services facing financial pressures, the strategy 
aims to make it easier for residents to understand their options and get the right 
support at the right time. 

Read the strategy 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fsocial-care-and-health%2Fpublications-policies-and-reports%2Fsocial-care-and-health-policy-and-reports%2Fadult-social-care-strategy%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/fcRQPw2BjNbslV7GW306zv7bOC0cX5LUSTRiNQe4ecc=450


 

New SEND plan for children and young people 

Along with NHS Sussex we have co-produced a new plan to improve experiences 
and outcomes for children and young people with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND). 

The new West Sussex Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Strategy 2026 to 
2030 has been developed with families, young people, schools, health services and 
the West Sussex Parent Carer Forum to focus on the things families have said 
matter most to them. 

Read our new plan 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Flocal-offer%2Finformation%2Fabout-send-and-local-offer%2FSEND-strategy-2026-to-2030/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/og4OqtlCN64NxwtRL4aUZj4yPRgmiq6AizqzJuZtg24=450


 

New Community Risk Management Plan launched 

West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service has launched its new Community Risk 
Management Plan 2026 to 2030, setting out how we will prevent emergencies, 
protect people and property, and respond effectively across the county for the rest 
of the decade. 

It aims to respond to the risks identified in the county, including house fires, road 
traffic collisions, wildfires, and flooding, as well as emerging risks the service could 
face in the future. 

Find out how we're managing risks  

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Ffire-service-launches-new-community-risk-management-plan%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/sZOJLsk1W07sK6ZYD9QzIjrCCCQYqa-dk6f8YZn_4OA=450


 

Investing in our roads 

We’re spending £60.7 million over the coming year to maintain and improve our 
roads. 

More than 70% of the money will help to limit the number of potholes forming in the 
first place with activity such as re-surfacing, large-scale patching and drainage 
improvements. 

While many roads are in good condition, last month alone more than 7,000 potholes 
were reported, compared to 2,366 in February 2025. 

At the same time our crews repaired more than 3,700 defects, compared with 2,500 
in February last year. 

Find out more  

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%252Fnews%252Fcouncil-s-highways-teams-repair-more-potholes-as-numbers-rise-across-west-sussex%252F%2F1%2F0101019d2484bbee-cd0d7cd3-38df-4714-a449-6a79497150e9-000000%2F8WdI7UXcuznUXiz9RL2mbqGYsxBcgni7Qa_bKgbAe7s=450/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/4XJegdaRdAILZaf2CfbujCMW9tWCWiMwiYSW9rM_FmY=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%252Fnews%252Fcouncil-s-highways-teams-repair-more-potholes-as-numbers-rise-across-west-sussex%252F%2F1%2F0101019d2484bbee-cd0d7cd3-38df-4714-a449-6a79497150e9-000000%2F8WdI7UXcuznUXiz9RL2mbqGYsxBcgni7Qa_bKgbAe7s=450/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/4XJegdaRdAILZaf2CfbujCMW9tWCWiMwiYSW9rM_FmY=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fwest-sussex-county-council-continues-to-invest-in-improving-highways%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/PySlZB2gz0Hg3T55q-Qi4jhaSgrgBk2mDV4c0FO_G1Q=450


 

'Egg'cellent ways to have fun this Easter!  

Find inspiration for your Easter holiday plans at experiencesussex.com and see 
what captures your imagination. 

If you are visiting a farm, be aware that animals can carry germs that may cause 
illness in people. Sometimes these are serious, especially for young children and 
pregnant women. Even healthy animals can carry these germs without showing 
symptoms. 

If you need to contact us over the Easter break for any reason, find details here. 

 

 

 
Head to our Newsroom to find all the latest news. 

• Tuberculosis (TB) cases in England are rising and while the overall risk 
remains low, we are raising awareness following World TB Day earlier this 
week. TB usually affects the lungs and, if left untreated, the infection can be 
serious. It’s both preventable and curable, and early diagnosis is key to 
recovery. More information on signs, symptoms, tests and treatment (which 
is free for everyone in the UK), can be found by visiting Tuberculosis (TB) – 
NHS.  

• We’ve launched our new Best Start Family Hubs, uniting early years, health, 
education and community services to make support easier for families to 
access. Eleven hubs across the county will now offer expanded help for 
families from pregnancy up to age 19 (or 25 for young people with SEND), 
including parenting programmes, SEND support, stay-and-play sessions, 
and outreach activities in community spaces. The aim is to provide 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.experiencesussex.com%2Fwhats-on%2Fseasonal-annual-events%2Feaster%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/3UnQljodQ8pdguFP9RCQKXeHAH2H_qL7YmtWR5UGyR8=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk%2Ftopics%2Fmore-topics%2Fsafe-farm-visits/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/E_QCDFzfGUrguJZaeYuCOr1HYpKzKjVmGK0R2dclWjE=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk%2Ftopics%2Fmore-topics%2Fsafe-farm-visits/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/E_QCDFzfGUrguJZaeYuCOr1HYpKzKjVmGK0R2dclWjE=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Feaster-opening-times-2026%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/bQ6RFqiLfeK9GiCRtIhdVSzPDQueI8tlEEAD8-kiRsA=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%252Fnews%252F%2F1%2F010101993e36eaa4-27c08409-35ff-4fc9-9f02-efad1a802e85-000000%2F-31lU9vw6iCjQOeDHY_D-eH3puHXCMEjl-GKI71XJzY=422/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/4IuYW7pZXDdu9bP95Kh6Gv_bt7icSm6iYb3usma7bnU=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Ftuberculosis-tb%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/LQWunCOx9OQhxgAXtTqvcsIqA21vLzvSpFR7a1QwjsQ=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Ftuberculosis-tb%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/LQWunCOx9OQhxgAXtTqvcsIqA21vLzvSpFR7a1QwjsQ=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbeststartinlife.gov.uk%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/vFwXZnyf8jIBR0yTmOvOgpP7PplXbYtKoaUdE2-rySw=450


connected, relationship-centred support so every child gets the best start in 
life. 

• Protect children’s teeth by visiting our oral health page, which includes hints 
and tips on caring for teeth and what to do if you need urgent dental help. 

• Two new videos aim to raise awareness of the support available to West 
Sussex families. The benefits of accessing childcare talks about the 
difference early education makes to children’s development and Do you 
want to be an early years education and childcare influencer aims to inspire 
people to consider a career in early years education.  

• A major programme to upgrade approximately 64,000 streetlights to 
energy-efficient LED technology has begun, marking a significant step 
forward in modernising the county’s lighting. 

• We’re looking for volunteer Independent Visitors to spend time with children 
aged 8 to 17 who are looked after by us. Find out more here or attend an 
online information session on 27 April at 7pm  or 28 April at 12.30pm. 

• A Bognor Regis takeaway and two individuals have been found guilty 
following a Trading Standards investigation into unsafe food and undeclared 
genetically modified ingredients.  
 

• West Sussex has been awarded additional government funding to continue 
improving buses and bus infrastructure until 2030. We'll use this to carry on 
helping communities stay connected and making bus travel a more 
appealing option for everyday journeys. 

 

 

Register to vote 

If you’ve changed address or moved home since you last registered to vote, you’ll 
need to update your details online. 

Visit our election webpage for more info and to find out what’s happening in the run 
up to our elections on 7 May. 

 

               Did you receive this eNewsletter from a friend? Sign up here. 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Foral-health%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/azBUww7TQ1Fz_7GIftHH9IDrOujk_4be7otf22uwDnQ=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fyoutu.be%252FAKFUIsQr_j4%253Fsi=vYojdjcBjr0jLdDx%2F1%2F0101019d1ade35c3-a96c5f18-f616-4b11-b175-8028b8cc7d7a-000000%2FmFxIYKAqg84it0Ogbisy4dJWu6GmA5cqXytSR9_axgg=449/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/LqgoBiQcaD0gkzse-5rGZ2y3miSx51OKH6FZ_DJYyGE=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fyoutu.be%252Ftz_ipdngv60%253Fsi=kuwPUsGGH92qZ19f%2F1%2F0101019d1ade35c3-a96c5f18-f616-4b11-b175-8028b8cc7d7a-000000%2FRU-2y4WbJpSptlN4hwY2kS-Ab_G1tcrPRkJ89TTdk8A=449/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/21CCxxsVax7tjlkWqc-w0E2VibXX87mtYGSk5K5YbPc=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fyoutu.be%252Ftz_ipdngv60%253Fsi=kuwPUsGGH92qZ19f%2F1%2F0101019d1ade35c3-a96c5f18-f616-4b11-b175-8028b8cc7d7a-000000%2FRU-2y4WbJpSptlN4hwY2kS-Ab_G1tcrPRkJ89TTdk8A=449/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/21CCxxsVax7tjlkWqc-w0E2VibXX87mtYGSk5K5YbPc=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fmajor-street-lighting-led-upgrade-to-begin-across-west-sussex%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/Z3i3Clv8-ZjLgJVvtYLhZLlOmBpt3ErSmKxCDwkOcf4=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Feducation-children-and-families%2Fadoption-fostering-and-kinship-care%2Findependent-visitor-scheme%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/ckWJNQJCpELhtQvLJP2i4rSYCHRhDvKGpF_hCDXpyZs=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Fc22770b7-4dd6-4f02-947b-1df61fd67b07@257fdadc-5c0c-4dfa-977e-9386dfd72d22/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/NLQYxMHigz6hXY1XsnvG39NcRn4o8gdbNAGwbjuzRFU=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F3043d4b9-ce54-49ef-8698-8f6e9888f4ae@257fdadc-5c0c-4dfa-977e-9386dfd72d22/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/mMrt1H_spVTZvr3C9IWcKaCaRuOG6u5vze67XiDh9s4=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fbognor-regis-takeaway-found-guilty-of-food-safety-offences%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/ViVmt_rnJsZ7150g3df2kI1GljHeJTTdjBjTlZsMEVI=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Ffunding-confirmed-for-bus-service-improvements-and-bus-infrastructure-in-west-sussex%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/4OD-ZEGz2bztGvNn8OW6KAikPYRgVeV9Wh4zt7Ht5uw=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Ffunding-confirmed-for-bus-service-improvements-and-bus-infrastructure-in-west-sussex%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/4OD-ZEGz2bztGvNn8OW6KAikPYRgVeV9Wh4zt7Ht5uw=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Flocal-elections%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/6Zfh7Utp2mQbmCZ-1boB3hvvGfQ7E7TkshxHjA8OuvA=450
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUKWSCC%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/LNJhxBnquRMuntxRiWTNxRapNtDm3vNHl6TGVRSIen0=450


 
   

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Feducation-children-and-families%2Fskills-bootcamps%2F/1/0101019d2aa98893-f8e8e670-ceec-4b38-adef-cdc7f3d672f9-000000/3JPhQmhVSfRNVs4zCW4MpNxa0oKvxfaBrts3WXQNDv4=450

