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A message from our Chairman and Leader

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas.

However you plan to spend the festive season, we hope you find time to enjoy the
celebrations, meet with family, friends and loved ones or perhaps take a moment to
reflect on the past year.

As always, our county council staff are here should you need us right through the
festive season, providing services such as highways, the Fire and Rescue Service,
and adults and children’s social care.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Fchristmas-opening-times%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/dB7IZEGHT_aZDEdbqTm8P98VXI2qOZv9729lzenUS9U=436

If you have time over the festive period we would urge you to complete the
Government’s consultation on Local Government Reorganisation which you can
find here. The consultation is open until 11 January 2026.

We also want to wish you a Happy New Year and good wishes for 2026.

Clir Paul Marshall (Leader) and Clir Pieter Montyn (Chairman)

Bringing festive cheer this Christmas

The festive season can feel especially lonely for older or vulnerable people living
alone.

A visit from Health & Independent Living Support (HILS) not only provides a hot,
nourishing meal but also a friendly face and a wellbeing check.

HILS delivers meals to homes across West Sussex every day of the year in
partnership with the county council.

With no contracts you can just order as often as you need them.

In addition, over Christmas you may notice your loved ones could use extra help
and support with meals.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Flocal-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex%2Fproposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/6wdpXx5zA9J-cRAzzvFOWfTN-SB3qRNmJ6qUsQtA9jw=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Flocal-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex%2Fproposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-east-sussex-and-brighton-and-hove-and-west-sussex/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/6wdpXx5zA9J-cRAzzvFOWfTN-SB3qRNmJ6qUsQtA9jw=436

If you're concerned about a loved one losing weight, there is also free Nutrition and
Wellbeing telephone support for clients.

Local holiday fun for all!

Looking for ways to keep the whole family entertained this Christmas and New
Year? Experience Sussex is full of family-friendly ideas to enjoy during the holidays.

Why not get your skates on at a festive pop-up ice rink? Or treat yourself
to an experience at one of the stunning light trails around West Sussex.

For Boxing Day walks, check out our guide to winter walks along the South Downs
or the coast, then warm up with a hot chocolate by searching a local café or pub.

As the New Year approaches, plan a day exploring the countryside or local nature
trails. It's the ideal way to start 2026 with fresh air and family time.

Discover local festive fun!

And as you take in the festive lights and sights across the county, why not make the
journey part of the joy?

With improved bus stops, upgraded shelters, and new bus lanes, we’ve made
changes to help make your journeys smoother and more enjoyable.


https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fhils-uk.org%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/S1nkXsW9CkfXQVfEVgJOCTo46I1jNo_wBykOiH-yGsg=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.experiencesussex.com%2Fblog%2Fall-posts%2Fpost%2Fwhere-to-go-ice-skating-in-sussex-christmas%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/l9ohj-_miQQbcIoZ-8FmG4CMWNw_kSxuCm1OfcH8KyU=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.experiencesussex.com%2Fblog%2Fall-posts%2Fpost%2Fbest-sussex-walks-trails%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/NGtUef9b25AQRvr5UtH1_rvhsrAuxEkG7vAf-ylMeeA=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.experiencesussex.com%2Ffood-drink%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/3RSjzTwRzb3Y0m3f65je-TkUoIzRW0mIIbR9LCxY80w=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.experiencesussex.com%2Fwhats-on%2Fseasonal-annual-events%2Fchristmas-new-years%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/8B48e0giBP2v59PZSh2j1_LvyEiRWh4JAuRjESZ9ZMI=436

Let the bus be your sleigh as you enjoy the magic of the holidays!

Get ready to reduce waste this Christmas

Here’s some top tips from our West Sussex Recycles team to help you reduce your
waste this festive season:

Recyclable wrapping paper — buy wrapping paper that can be recycled at
home. Look for rolls that aren't wrapped in plastic and don’t have too much
glitter. That way you can reduce your plastic waste and make sure it passes
the 'scrunch test'. Scrunchable paper means your friends and family can
recycle the paper once they have unwrapped their gift!

Think about the gifts you give — give experiences, shop second hand or
make your own gift.

Recycle everything you can - recyclable items include Christmas cards,
wrapping paper (that passes the scrunch test), paper bags, glass bottles and
jars, plastic bottles (with lids on), plastic pots, tubs (including
sweet/chocolate tubs), trays (including black plastic), tins, cans, foil, and
crisp tubes (eg Pringles). Just make sure your recycling is clean, dry and
loose. For more information, check out our A-Z here.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Froads-and-travel%2Ftravel-and-public-transport%2Fbus-travel%2Fplan-your-journey%2Fbus-it%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/7N06WbEk_HZuRP3H3ZlZzhg9bPttpGrqqQn7h0A_DGk=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fland-waste-and-housing%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Frecycling-and-waste-prevention-in-west-sussex%2Fa-to-z-of-recycling%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/U6RmFWRX9l6yEuVnZ7D6Wm-PHfd5mMqqjcNAjdSdRdM=436

More tips for reducing Christmas waste

=

Horse play in hospital!

You're unlikely to see a pony in a hospital ward these days!

But this vintage photo, which is in our Record Office archives, shows a Christmas
Day party at St Richard’s Hospital, Chichester, in 1955.

If you're looking for a last-minute, quirky, local gift, then visit the Sussex Pictures
website on the link below to choose unique images for a range of products,
including framed and canvas prints, mouse mats, jigsaw puzzles, coasters and
cushions, that all feature local people and places from times past.

The images, which include Byworth in the snow, a shepherd and his dog at
Goodwood, and Boxgrove Tipteers Christmas Mummers Play, are from the historic
collections held at our West Sussex Record Office.

Take a trip down memory lane



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fland-waste-and-housing%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Frecycling-and-waste-prevention%2Frecycling-news%2Frecycling-at-christmas%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/oNhprfN0eYrqZrR96M48tauJJ5BgyhYQ3M_24Jx5wKY=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sussexpictures.co.uk%2F/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/aD9xpe9aOEJ-AvjwPJprez_dubREm9nIwoiHm3TrSL4=436

Did you know?

Our fantastic eLibrary is available
24/7 over Christmas and New Year,

and is free to use with your library
card.

. There are thousands of eBooks,
eAudioBooks, eMagazines and
eNewspapers to read or listen to —
something for everyone, including
the latest bestsellers, award
winners and more!

Did you receive this eNewsletter from a friend? Sign up here.



https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Farena.westsussex.gov.uk%2FeLibrary/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/_iipO2AxM0ENRxv4D2fbi-Cd4g_TK4NtSPe0_Yy_agY=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Farena.westsussex.gov.uk%2FeLibrary/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/_iipO2AxM0ENRxv4D2fbi-Cd4g_TK4NtSPe0_Yy_agY=436
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUKWSCC%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/1/0101019b319a2282-652fb3fc-4b92-4213-8a03-0f5119abceba-000000/095fbIqzl4_UdAvSNJOIlMZ0357gddSlKGGb8ED4vVE=436

