
 

Welcome to the December 2024 edition of our Residents’ eNewsletter, 
featuring the latest news and updates from your county council. 

 

 

Christmas is coming - very soon! 

Libraries  

Your local library is the perfect place to get cosy in winter with a festive Storytime! 

We’re holding a range of events up until Monday 23 December, some of which 
require pre-booking and others you can just turn up to. 

If you need an excuse to wear pyjamas in public, we've even planned a few late-
afternoon Christmas Stories at Bedtime events. Don’t forget your torch and teddy! 

Check our What’s On page for more details and how to book. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Farena.westsussex.gov.uk%252Fevents%2523%252F%253Ftag=christmas%2526targetAudience=Children%2F1%2F01010192ddf5c908-0cf3fac4-63f7-4c97-9337-1bf8029b563c-000000%2F6uJf60D6F7IEs4BJ1v_GZT_CMiP1huU67jt5k0vq8pA=377/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/v4LboManjrbSvOk-YDZKH8ccHTmXepR-cpRKMu_q_0s=383


Don’t forget that our regular children’s activities continue through the festive period, 
except on 25 and 26 December, and 1 January, when libraries will be closed for 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 

Bus travel 

Ho-ho-hop on the bus this festive season! Whether you’re heading out to the local 
markets for some holiday shopping, planning a trip to the panto or off for a fun night 
on the town, why not leave the car behind and catch the bus instead? 

Take advantage of the £2 bus fares until the end of December and say goodbye to 
parking fees and driving on busy roads. 

Further discounts are available for young people with our “16 to 20 Bus Saver”. Try 
travelling with Book-a-Bus for trips to areas in the county with limited commercial 
buses. And don’t forget to take a moment to renew or sign-up for a free bus pass, if 
you’re eligible. There’s more information here on local bus travel. 

Gifts with a difference  

If you are looking for a unique West Sussex gift, visit the Sussex Pictures website to 
choose local images for a range of products, including framed and canvas prints, 
mouse mats, jigsaw puzzles, coasters and cushions. The images are from the 
historic collections held at our West Sussex Record Office.  

 

 

WSCC Leader reaffirms commitment to winter resilience 
on our highways 

A message from West Sussex County Council Leader, Cllr Paul Marshall 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Farena.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fchildrens-activities/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/iiupOma0v6Qbj25htahW0-BkJpXguhXNjAQ7y5Qr9l8=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Froads-and-travel%2Ftravel-and-public-transport%2Fbus-and-coach-travel%2Fbus-passes-and-discounts%2Fbus-it%2F16-to-20-bus-saver%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/eJ1XeNmaLxfJjBogtKXGcm1LHdTLl82ioW3hhthmrao=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Froads-and-travel%2Ftravel-and-public-transport%2Fbus-and-coach-travel%2Fbus-passes-and-discounts%2Fbus-it%2Fbook-a-bus%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/DpUVypKKIvAMx5rno8nzvE5X9BnKsGQmzSsFbuJBYIk=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Froads-and-travel%2Ftravel-and-public-transport%2Fbus-and-coach-travel%2Fbus-passes-and-discounts%2Ffree-older-persons-bus-pass%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/Y9Bo7EEUuStSimYbVGi6E-zkAoIYuUc-7AIMQL6pKxM=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Froads-and-travel%2Ftravel-and-public-transport%2Fbus-and-coach-travel%2Fbus-passes-and-discounts%2Fbus-it%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/5k-pLmjVcOP5MLakt9HzdRlwdBawOYIY3a8UM_LqnDc=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sussexpictures.co.uk%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/ggKiKOoujJcooHHavfsTE_vQcB0rFMe54pboqmun-_c=383


As we enter the winter months and the weather starts to turn, I want to take this 
opportunity to reassure the residents of West Sussex that I, and my colleagues at 
the county council, remain committed to improving our county’s roads and keeping 
West Sussex moving. The extreme weather of the last two winters has had a 
substantial impact on our road network which suffered large levels of flooding 
resulting in damage to the road surface. 

Over the past six months, our highways teams have been working hard to repair 
this damage, and I believe that their efforts are paying off. Almost 40,000 safety 
defects were repaired in the first half of this financial year, and we will continue to 
respond to reports as the weather allows. 

To ensure that this hard work isn’t undone and that we are prepared for the impact 
of extreme weather this year, we have invested a further £1.5million for much-
needed resources to continue maintenance work and provide resilience in 
responding to emergencies. 

We have also recently launched our Road Safety Strategy consultation. See the 
'More News' section below for details on how you can contribute. 

Read more 

 

 

 

Last chance to have your say on our budget plans 

Have you completed our budget and priorities survey yet? It closes this Sunday (15 
December) and we are keen to hear the views of as many residents as possible. 

Our budget for 2025-2026 amounts to over £2 billion which will be spent on services 
for our 900,900 residents and more than 42,500 businesses. 

We'd like to hear your opinions and views on how and where we should spend that 
money. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fwest-sussex-county-council-leader-cllr-paul-marshall-reaffirms-our-commitment-to-winter-resilience-on-the-county-s-highways%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/N7yguLXuQ_c7PhxKOWyVxr-OnZ0CE0n5O7B-kOKIoZo=383


Take part now 

 

 

 

Good news -  reuse shop is open! 

Our second reuse shop in the county has now opened at the Worthing Recycling 
Centre. 

The shop is part of our commitment to reducing waste and promoting reuse across 
the county. 

Following the success of the first reuse shop at Billingshurst Recycling Centre, 
which has diverted over 51 tonnes of materials for reuse since its launch in March 
2022, the Worthing shop aims to build on this! 

You do not need to book to visit the new Worthing reuse shop as it can be 
accessed without entering the Recycling Centre. However, to donate, you will need 
to book an appointment. 

Please note that donations need to be in good working order as shop staff cannot 
repair or refurbish items.  

Find out more  

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fbudget-2025-to-2026/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/XMRB04WdaBhyejEIMpD9YFMkoN2ZDmz523r3devlFwY=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fland-waste-and-housing%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Frecycling-and-waste-prevention%2Frecycling-centres%2Fbook-to-recycle-booking-system%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/eK-WAeV1yXklcALETUjVU-AaWv3i7SkG0RkEZvIHAsg=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fland-waste-and-housing%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Frecycling-and-waste-prevention%2Frecycling-centres%2Fbook-to-recycle-booking-system%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/eK-WAeV1yXklcALETUjVU-AaWv3i7SkG0RkEZvIHAsg=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fland-waste-and-housing%2Fwaste-and-recycling%2Frecycling-and-waste-prevention%2Frecycling-centres%2Frecycling-centre-reuse%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/5_9kensqbnx5hnYdsR8_YBOi0ZQDWlA1IDVT5SpEh8A=383


 

 

Winter health update 

• If you are eligible, protect yourself and your loved ones from winter bugs by 
getting your Flu, Covid-19 and RSV vaccines. Find out more about winter 
vaccinations and how to get them on the NHS website. You can also find 
details of Covid-19 vaccination walk-in clinics in West Sussex through 
December and January, please check your eligibility. 

• Quitting smoking is much easier when you get the right support, and with 
professional help you’re three times more likely to quit for 
good. Visit Smokefree West Sussex or call 0330 222 7980 to get free 
support from trained advisors to help you quit smoking for good. Support is 
available face-to-face, over the phone or using the new Smokefree app. 

• Now we’re in the winter months, it’s good to be prepared. Please take a look 
at and share our advice and information on keeping yourself and others safe 
this winter. 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.nhs.uk%252Flive-well%252Fseasonal-health%252Fkeep-warm-keep-well%252F%2F1%2F010101931b112faa-297fdc46-5e18-4d39-b97a-96cc12d6e079-000000%2FdQenFRTmN5lkXU8aBu8p9Vrqvc1QuwXMiX38HHjm3t4=378/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/8RN1-9KV_FDM8fbyyYbtuqHKTr6VkO4hgvfjRTywYeM=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fallianceforbettercare.org%2Fcovid-vaccination-programme%2Fwalkinclinics%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/qYs8JHT-Q4PlaajUDt9F6VfhjdEL8_Vlxa0ewCuEwFw=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttp:%252F%252Fwww.westsussexwellbeing.org.uk%252Fsmokefree%2F1%2F010101937233cf75-b1a863e1-5eeb-4005-8e18-4c474b35480f-000000%2FnW9yDf09miiHrsGwSHN3xSNmBTZl7r-z1Fkl35DvIUg=381/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/bEj8081iPQF5bpJFpNXJat8w89aNv3N0frurrNgYUeA=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Fkeeping-safe-this-winter%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/Y5ve7vp_Z7uKOuKofESp5cDDHRE652fltcMHcpJc_kM=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Fkeeping-safe-this-winter%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/Y5ve7vp_Z7uKOuKofESp5cDDHRE652fltcMHcpJc_kM=383


 
 

Could you spend time with a child in care? 

Are you a kind and caring person who could offer a few hours each month to 
provide friendship and to do something fun and interesting to support a child in 
care? 

If the answer is yes, then volunteer to become an Independent Visitor and help 
make a real difference in the life of a child in care. 

Join us for an informal online information session and find out more: 

• Wednesday 29 January 2025 from 12.30pm to 1.30pm 
• Wednesday 5 February 2025 from 7pm to 8pm 

For more information please email Independent.Visitors@westsussex.gov.uk. 

Read more about Independent Visitors  

 

 

 

Head to our Newsroom to find all the latest news. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Findependent-visitor-information-session-tickets-1088714607699%3Faff=oddtdtcreator/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/j5rRey16QLhO6MaULtJEwem0SkJg4M9viY_xNw-S0vc=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Findependent-visitor-information-session-tickets-1088722742029%3Faff=oddtdtcreator/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/7KINzznI4LsV4MDMeVVPpz1MfzKSqSUc-crfc1S1H0o=383
mailto:Independent.Visitors@westsussex.gov.uk
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Feducation-children-and-families%2Fadoption-fostering-and-kinship-care%2Findependent-visitor-scheme%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/g2CeOSo1YsqgxJ0DJqUu6PsBPE5Vo3kMt21231xaUko=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/IVoXX-AacMZrrCLfR4n6oarIiFYGEb0CViuLh2wTL0E=383


• Are you or someone you know struggling with energy costs? If you receive 
certain benefits such as Pension Credit you may be able to get extra 
financial support, including the Winter Fuel Payment. Find out more on our 
cost of living pages. 

• We’d still like to hear from autistic people, their families and carers and 
professionals working with autistic people to help us make the county a 
better place for those with lived experience of autism. A consultation is open 
until 16 December, made up of in-person workshops and online surveys. 
The findings will help inform a new autism strategy that aims to improve 
services and support for autistic people. See our webpage for more 
information. 

• We want to hear from West Sussex drivers, pedestrians and cyclists to help 
shape our Road Safety Strategy. Your feedback will influence how we 
integrate road safety into every aspect of our highways operations, to make 
the road network in West Sussex safer for everyone. The consultation will 
close at 23:55 on 2 February 2025. 

• A children’s home run by the county council has been praised for its 
outstanding work and the progress its young people are making. Breakwater, 
in Shoreham, has been given an overall rating of ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted. 

• Councillor Joy Dennis, our Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, 
explains how everyone with a ditch, stream, culvert or brook on their 
property can help prevent flooding this winter. 

 

 

We have partnered with our recycling and waste contractor Biffa, to launch a new 
Waste Prevention Community Grant Fund for community-based household waste 
prevention projects. 

 

               Did you receive this eNewsletter from a friend? Sign up here. 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fleisure-recreation-and-community%2Fcost-of-living%2Fenergy-bills%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/0_Dq9JFM3yY7W7izVaGOsYIE-Blh28I7L3dFD8ZSdP8=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fleisure-recreation-and-community%2Fcost-of-living%2Fenergy-bills%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/0_Dq9JFM3yY7W7izVaGOsYIE-Blh28I7L3dFD8ZSdP8=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fautism-all-ages-consultation/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/EIKXJd_OtX80fYUELBofJTZhBGNoQvRLOBcCEqDkDp8=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fautism-all-ages-consultation/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/EIKXJd_OtX80fYUELBofJTZhBGNoQvRLOBcCEqDkDp8=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk%2Froad-safety-strategy/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/7N8ogkz8G0qrmYVDVA-5TMjNdHAxG5hzA1KwsDIEljA=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Foutstanding-children-s-home-praised-for-never-giving-up-on-young-people%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/Rag5kIpWojDWQKunOcWTE_5KDhLhvHM61eDItPLOgas=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Foutstanding-children-s-home-praised-for-never-giving-up-on-young-people%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/Rag5kIpWojDWQKunOcWTE_5KDhLhvHM61eDItPLOgas=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fhow-does-your-watercourse-flow-in-west-sussex%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/B2FvDR1HMmsT5iWMuCxZ1r2_JfBbg6XHdvoc-Q0r3i0=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Fhow-does-your-watercourse-flow-in-west-sussex%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/B2FvDR1HMmsT5iWMuCxZ1r2_JfBbg6XHdvoc-Q0r3i0=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Ffunding-boost-for-community-led-waste-prevention-projects-in-west-sussex%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/ee4Tg5mPErspUv-SiXmWkFfepNm_mMhktEyLNpbu6Vk=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fnews%2Ffunding-boost-for-community-led-waste-prevention-projects-in-west-sussex%2F/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/ee4Tg5mPErspUv-SiXmWkFfepNm_mMhktEyLNpbu6Vk=383
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUKWSCC%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/1/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/-I1h8OKxBdPWkfYyGfkEKCjYpEjBAGjHyHcGEUn5UJg=383


 
   

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fyourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fbudget-2025-to-2026/2/01010193bafa7da7-a922c952-6931-417a-93a6-f1aaabbc4cfb-000000/Xd47Gb40c_6imSd85OY6Q7HCxcEFeDoeSsMmXJzZzgU=383

