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COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.30 PM 
AT THE STEYNING CENTRE 
 

Present:  Cllrs I Alexander (Chair), S Alexander, Sharp, Lloyd, Hanson, Young, Linfield, and Johnson.  
Clerk:      John Fullbrook  
Members of the public:   8  
Meeting Commenced   :  7.30 pm 

DRAFT MINUTES 
C/23/37 
37.1 
 

C/23/38 
38.1 
 

C/23/39 
39.1.1 
 
 
 

39.1.2 
 
 

C/23/40 
40.1 
 
 
 

C/23/41 
41.1 
 

41.2 
 

41.3 
 

41.4 
 

41.5  
          
 

41.6 
 

41.7 
 

41.8 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE                                                                                                           
Apologies received from Cllr Norcross  
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS  
None 
 

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR {in summary} 
Resident – stated his interest in the work of the Mouse Lane working party, and particularly the recent Nightingale 
Lane gate installation and proposed resurfacing of the lane, and wanted to lobby SPC to consider not going for the 
concrete option and instead deploy a more permeable surface as a solution as it would reduce surface runoff and be 
more aesthetically pleasing. 
 

The Clerk  – responded by saying this was to be considered when the working party reconvened and that this 
would be subsequent to the Wiston Estate receiving quotes in regards possible flooding solutions.  
 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS   
  To agree 5th September draft minutes. Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander 

to agree as a true and fair record, the draft minutes of the Community Committee meeting 
held on the 5th of September 2023. Agreed  
 

MATTTERS ARISING AND ACTIONS - These items were taken as read. 
Clerk to send out MPF licence agreement to applicant - Actioned/ See item 43.7  
 

Clerk to write to Cllr Linehan to advocate grass cutting of area surrounding ‘Welcome sign’ – Actioned 
 

Clerk to write to Mr Ashby and the Steyning Horticultural Society to advise on decision - See item 43.2 
 

Clerk to reconvene (expanded) 20’s plenty working party – See item 42.1  
 

Cllr Johnson to contact ‘Covid Co-ord. group’ asking for voluntary assistance, and agreed Winter 
Programme to be sent off - See item 41.2 
 

Clerk to discuss new Wykeham TRO idea with resident and to continue to progress TRO’s – Actioned 
 

D. Clerk to reaffirm DMMO Rifle Range application, and publicise successful Mouse L app.– Actioned   
 

   Memorial donation of storage facility and ‘Community Tools’ to be installed at Allotments -  Actioned 
 

ACTIONS 
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C/23/42     
42.1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
42.1.2 
 
 
42.1.3 
 
 
 
42.1.4 
 
 
 
42.1.5 
 

 
42.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play Area W. Party to convene and recommendations brought back to this committee - See item 43.3     
 

Cricket club issues regarding Pothole, Marley Shed, Tree root, Ent. Gate to be progressed – See item 43.6   
  
Clerk to arrange visit from specialist arboriculturist to discuss Tree root & disease issues – See item 43.6    
 

SPC Memorial Tributes Policy amendment recommendation taken to Full Council – Actioned  
 

Hedgerow planting on MPF update – See item 43.5  
 

Weald to Waves project to be discussed at the next SPC Community Committee meeting – See item 43.8  
 

Lost Woods Working Party to be convened – See item 43.9  
 

Convene a ‘Plan for Parking’ W. Party and draft first outline plan – Actioned / See item 42.4 
 

Clerk to ask Arboriculturist opinion on Trees diseased or with Trauma at Cripps Lane - Actioned/See 43.10  
   

Clerk to report Committee decision regarding memorial seat renovation to resident - Actioned 
 

HIGHWAYS 
To receive a recommendation from the 20’s plenty working party regarding the proposed  
Highway Scheme. Cllr I Alexander reported from the working party, and from the notes from this  
meeting as they were presented within supporting papers. Members confirmed that in essence  
the working party were saying ‘No’ to the scheme in its WSCC revised format – (which did not  
include several elements from the original application, which members had considered  
essential for reasons of improved pedestrian safety and vehicular emissions).  
WSCC Cllr Linehan had also recently carried out a survey subsequent to the working party  
meeting and the results of this had been presented as a report to Cllrs on the day of this  
meeting.  
Members determined that it was very important to explain in some detail, the correct message  
to residents as to the reasoning behind the decision of this committee, and that in order to do  
that it would be prudent to convene the working party one more time to craft this message,  
and to discuss other/alternative traffic calming measures. 
Cllr Johnson proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander to agree with the working party  
recommendation, to decline to pursue the revised proposal in its current format, because it  
does not believe the scheme is good value for money, and it does not meet the requirements of  
the original application. Agreed 7 For, 1 Against. 
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Hanson that the {20’s plenty} working party is  
reconvened. Agreed  
 

To agree the SPC draft Winter Plan for 2023/24 and subject to the need for volunteer  
assistance recruitment. Members considered the need for further recruitment as there were  
currently 5 volunteers identified, plus two contractors involved with the winter plan service if  
required. Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander that SPC put an advert into  
‘Your Steyning’ {to recruit new volunteers for the ‘Winter Plan service’ delivery}. Agreed 
Also suggested was that the PPG monitors be utilised as a way of publicising the request. 
 

To agree communicating via letter to local MP about the White Bridge link, and any other  
actions in order to add momentum for its possible renewal/replacement. The Clerk had  
presented a draft letter for consideration within the supporting papers. The Chair emphasised  
how important it was to try and ensure the possible replacement would need to have budget  
funding agreed at WSCC soon if it were to be considered for replacement next year. Members  
considered writing therefore to the MP and to the WSCC Chief Exec to stress how important this  
‘link’ is. Amendments to the letter were then discussed. 
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42.3.2 
 
 
42.3.3 
 
 

42.4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
42.4.2 
 
 
 
C/23/43 
43.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

43.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
43.3 
43.3.1 
 

 
 
 

Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Hanson that SPC send a letter to our representative  
MP {as per drafted within supporting paper}, but to include the amendments as per discussed.  
Agreed.  
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander that a similar letter be sent to the WSCC  
Chief Exec. with added emphasis on the budgetary side of it. Agreed  
 

To agree amendments & actions in relation to the first draft of Steyning ‘s ‘Plan for Parking’   
Cllr I Alexander spoke in support of the supporting paper which identified a long list of issues  
related to the Steyning Car Parks such as the tariffs, length of stay, EV charging points, and their  
street signage, with a number of solutions also being proffered. The idea being that this becomes  
a working document and rather than being prescriptive, SPC instead work collaboratively with  
the District Councillor representatives and HDC officers to see what can affectively be achieved  
for the benefit of both parties, and therefore, the Steyning residents. Of particular concern was  
the lack of EV charging service provision after 5 years of lobbying to include some installations  
within Steyning. Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by S Alexander that SPC set up a working  
party to engage in discussion with HDC, to discuss their plans for EV Charging point installation  
over the next three years, including quantity of bays, and charging capacity. Agreed 
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Johnson that the clerk asks District Cllr Victoria  
Finnegan to work with the draft SPC ‘Plan for parking’ and the HDC Parking and Parks Managers  
to gain their views and ask them to work with SPC on this. Agreed 
 
COMMUNITY MATTERS AND OPEN SPACE PROJECTS 
Abbey Road Update. Roger Brown had produced a report (supporting paper) updating on the  
volunteer groups recent workdays, and Cllr S Alexander spoke in support of it. The wildlife,  
habitat and general biodiversity improvements were impressive, but there were some concerns  
about the need to improve pathways as the area is, it seems, gaining more popularity with local  
residents. The clerk had discussed pathway improvement options and some of these were to be  
put into action in the oncoming weeks. There was also mention of some trees that had fallen in  
the recent gales, and again the clerk is checking the site with the SPC Tree Warden on the 9th Nov  
to see if works are required. It was suggested that there be a call for further volunteers within  
‘Your Steyning’ whilst once again promoting the good work achieved at Abbey Road. 
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander that SPC put an advert in ‘Your Steyning’  
for volunteers to help with the Abbey Road volunteer work party. Agreed 
 

Steyning Horticultural Society decision regarding planter decision – notification. The clerk  
explained that SPC had been asked at the last Community Committee to consider backing a  
proposal from the Steyning Horticultural Society and to agree to help with the maintenance  
of that project, which was to install planters or a planter near the entrance to the Fletchers  
Croft Car Park. SPC were not in a position to fully agree as such, because it was not being  
installed on SPC land, nor were there any details of how it might look. Instead, committee  
members suggested that the Society possibly consider planters on the MPF, which SPC does  
own. This suggestion, with pictorial representation, was taken to their meeting and the clerk was  
subsequently informed by the Chair of the Horticultural Society that the SPC suggestion was not  
eligible for full consideration as it was not a fully costed design and had not been drawn to  
scale. Their Chair was sorry that they were therefore unable to help SPC with this its plans. 
 

Childrens Play Area W. Party recommendations to be discussed and agreed. These being: 
1. That the large MPF Play Park remain the first priority in terms of trying to obtain enough  
funds to complete a redevelopment of the entire area. In the first instance the Clerk was asked 
to rewrite the latest unsuccessful application to the Wilson Memorial Trust, with this time a 
greater emphasis being placed on the Health and Well-being of the older youths as an add-on to 
the previous agreed scope of works.    
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2.  That Chandlers Way community engagement continues with the planned approx. £25K for 
that play area redevelopment needing to be scoped by Chandlers Way WP and then agreed by 
committee with the majority of this cost being met, subject to approval, with use of the current 
SPC Cil money reserves.   
3.  That Normans Way Basketball post be refurbished, if possible, with a new Backboard and net 
combo provided a compatible replacement can be found and installed by the appropriate engineer 
then at the same time a letter be sent round to nearby residents by way of community engagement 
asking them for their opinion as to what they would like to see installed in this location.                                                                                                                                                      
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Hanson that SPC accepts the three recommendations  
from the Childrens Play Area working party. Agreed 
 

To receive Grass Cutting Report and agree any actions necessary. The clerk had previously  
explained the difficulties that the office had consistently experienced whilst attempting to  
monitor and manage this contract. Members had agreed that there were clearly recurring  
issues which had produced poor results, and no amount of collaborative work with their  
management team could redress this. The supporting paper therefore gave some options for  
members to consider in terms of moving the process forward. Cllr I Alexander proposed,  
seconded by Cllr Linfield that SPC accepts recommendation {option} 2 , with the caveat that SPC  
goes to option 3 if that contractor is not willing to consider retendering, and that this is the  
recommendation to be taken to F&GP. Agreed    
 

Clerk to update on MPF Hedgerow planting project. Whilst undertaking the council’s hedgerow  
cutting program, it was discovered that part of the MPF/Rublees hedgerow was now at a height  
{3.5 meters} which allowed for it be maintained annually by this contractor rather than a tree  
surgeon every three years at a greater cost and with less pleasing results. The Clerk wondered  
therefore, if committee would reconsider the project and allow for the clerk to modify the  
scope of works – to be brought back to the next meeting. Members agreed that it was worth  
further consideration.  
 

Steyning Cricket Club maintenance works report. The Clerk reported that since the last  
Community meeting: the replacement gate had been fabricated (but not yet installed); a pot  
hole in the Car Park fixed; the Cricket net issue was being attended to by the SPC arboriculturist; 
a new memorial bench had replaced two old ones which were beyond repair; and the Marley  
shed roof replacement had been quoted for and that this would be discussed at next meeting, 
  
To consider an application for a new mobile leisure facility on SPC land. The Clerk had  
completed a new licence agreement and met with the prospective operator on site at both the 
Steyning Centre, and the MPF. Because of access issues and the possibility of cutting up the  
MPF turf if the facility was to be in position during the winter months, it was agreed that to  
start with, the Sauna could operate at the Steyning Centre instead, and the office could agree  
terms initially, with the Premises committee then being informed in due course. 
 

Weald to Waves project to be discussed and any actions agreed. Cllr Johnson reported on the  
project and how important it could be for SPC to be considering the concept, especially in the  
light of the council having declared a climate emergency. The idea has been developed by the  
charitable arm of the Knepp Estate while initially working with farmers to create wildlife  
corridors from the Weald through Knepp to Climping beach, and past Steyning to the Adur  
estuary, and also a corridor following the river Ouse to the coast. At this point they are  
extending the scope of the corridors to include domestic gardens and other open spaces and  
are asking that people register their land online, without obligation, and consider habitat  
connectivity improvements. Cllr Johnson proposed, seconded by Cllr I Alexander that SPC sign  
up all of its SPC owned land onto the map at this stage and see how it flows from there. Agreed  
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Report from the Lost Woods W. Party. Cllr Johnson reported on progress. The project is funded  
for three years and is focused primarily on identifying ancient woodland and where it was not  
being looked after, or where there were opportunities for residents to access and enjoy this  
space for reasons of health and vitality, as well as a consideration to provide advice for  
landowners to gain possible improvements for local fauna and flora. A working party had been  
convened which included the SPC Tree Warden and the Lost Woods Community Development  
Worker, Michael Blencowe. There were at least 9 prospective wooded areas already identified 
within the parish, the largest being at Wappingthorn, and in the first instance the clerk will  
attempt to introduce the members of the working party to the landowners in order to begin the  
process. Cllr Johnson proposed, seconded by Cllr I Alexander that SPC work with local  
landowners so that they sign up to the ‘Lost Woods’ project. Agreed 
 

To discuss and agree Tree works as per supporting papers. The clerk had identified the  
required scope of works and had obtained and supplied a quote from a preferred contractor. 
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Johnson that SPC accept these works and quote and  
that the clerk gets the work done. Agreed  
 

To discuss future project aspirations for the Community Committee.  
There is a road sign that has been obstructed by a fallen tree for months. The Clerk stated the  
WSCC Cllr was aware of this. 
There was a call to bring back what happened following the poor Virgin broadband installation. 
The Chair asked that Cllrs collected photos in support of possible agenda items and especially  
when needing to lobby other councils for work not completed, and send to the clerk to help this  
process. 
 

FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE 
To accept the I & E Reports. Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr S alexander that the  

Community Income and Expenditure Reports for August and September ‘23 be accepted as a  
true and fair record. Agreed 
 

To consider the draft Community Committee budget for the next financial year - 2024/25. The  
Clerk had produced a first draft Community budget document for members to consider. Final  
agreement being necessary in the December meeting, but members were asked to contact the  
clerk if they were concerned with any issues in the meantime.  
 

PROGRESS REPORT – All the following items were described as ongoing 
Clerk to obtain permissions for movement of SPC Notice board adjacent High St. car park- Ongoing  
 

Mouse Lane drainage W Party to be convened when quotes available – Ongoing 
 

Clerk to arrange Digger hire for Abbey Road Pond works as and when required - Ongoing  
  
Dog Fouling Clearance Trial period to be discussed April 2024 - Ongoing  
 

MPF entrance development ideas to be brought back to this committee after next working party 
- Ongoing 
 

Possible installation of a refuse bin at Abbey Road - To be discussed - Ongoing 
 

Lobbying WSCC for better quality road signs in Steyning - To be discussed – Ongoing 
 

Chandlers Way Pocket Park W Party to reconvene - Ongoing 
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C/23/46 
46.1 
 
 

46.2 
 
 
 
 
 

C/23/47 

INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS  
Correspondence from SDNPA Cllr Rep. The Clerk presented the document for members  
information 
 

Request from resident for voluntary support for Steyning Christmas Event. There was a  
request from the Steyning and District Partnership for assistance with their 3rd December  
Shopping Event – Some Cllrs had already agreed to offer some support, but it was hoped the  
wider community would also volunteer their time to support the project. 

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 5th December 2023 at 7.30 pm. 

 

Meeting ended at 9.45 pm 

 
Signed by the Chair: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: 5th December 2023 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A recording of this meeting can be found using this link:  
https://youtu.be/sbcbGC0w-MA 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://youtu.be/sbcbGC0w-MA


Notes from the 20mph Working Party Meeting (V1) 

Held at the Steyning Centre on 28th Nov’ 2023 @ 6.30pm 
 

Purpose: To discuss the message to go out to residents following SPC decision on the 7th 

Nov ‘23   

Present:                                                                                                                                            
Ian Alexander (IA) – Steyning Parish Council/Steyning & District Community Partnership – Chair  
Geoff Barnard (GB) – Greening Steyning                                                                                                                
Deborah Hanson (DH), Andrew Sharp (AS) - Steyning Parish Council                                                     
John Fullbrook (JF) – SPC Clerk 

Reasons for Remit: 

SPC Community Committee Minutes - decision of the 7th Nov. 23 Meeting 

To receive a recommendation from the 20’s plenty working party regarding the proposed  
Highway Scheme. Cllr I Alexander reported from the working party, and from the notes from this meeting as  
they were presented within supporting papers. Members confirmed that in essence the working party were  
saying ‘No’ to the scheme in its WSCC revised format – (which did not include several elements from the  
original application, which members had considered essential for reasons of improved pedestrian safety and  
vehicular emissions). WSCC Cllr Linehan had also recently carried out a survey subsequent to the working  
party meeting and the results of this had been presented as a report to Cllrs on the day of this meeting.  
 

Members determined that it was very important to explain in some detail, the correct message to residents as  
to the reasoning behind the decision of this committee, and that in order to do that it would be prudent to  
convene the working party one more time to craft this message, and to discuss other/alternative traffic  
calming measures. Cllr Johnson proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander to agree with the working party  
recommendation, to decline to pursue the revised proposal in its current format, because it does not believe  
the scheme is good value for money, and it does not meet the requirements of the original application.  
Agreed 7 For, 1 Against. 
Cllr I Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Hanson that the {20’s plenty} working party is reconvened. Agreed  

 

Notes from this meeting 
1. Appointment of Chair/Secretary 

IA offered to chair the group, and JF to take notes.  This was agreed, with thanks.  

2. Apologies received and feedback from non-present members 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Sharp, Croker and Johnson, and Steyning Business Chamber Chair 
Russell Barnes.  

All Members had received a first draft publicity statement that had been compiled in preparation of 
this meeting. Three members in non-attendance responded with the following comments. 

Vicci said via email - Although the first draft is a bit long, she felt it was appropriate as it included all 
the pertinent facts. She also queried whether the new speed limit determinant from WSCC was 23 
mph not 26mph. GB was to check this 

Russell said via phone - that his group are still committed to road safety in Steyning and having not 
had time to review the first draft asked for time to review and comment on the second draft as it 
became available subsequent to this meeting. 



Mike said via email – That he had reviewed the first draft and was happy with its contents, but that 
as he had explained previously, any emphasis on '20mph zone' might be a mistake, as there are 
certain legal infrastructure requirements for a 'zone' which are not strictly required if the speed limit 

is just lowered to 20mph via a TRO ('recommended' but not 'required').   

3. These were the views expressed by the Working Party members.   

• The Chair thanked GB for his assistance with the first draft.  

• The members then proceeded to go through the document checking for errors and 
discussed alternative language, whilst taking on board the comments of those members not 
present 

• It was therefore agreed that the word ‘Zone’ be replaced by ‘area’ or ‘scheme’ when 
appropriate. 

• Also, more specifically there needed to be references made to ‘WSCC Highways department’ 
in para 1 and ‘WSCC’ in para 5 

• Members also agreed that despite the document being fairly lengthy, there was still a need 
to include further information to ensure residents were given a true, balanced and 
informative as possible representation as to why the Council came to the conclusion it did. 

• Members agreed therefore that 4 more short paragraphs/sentences need to be included. 
One at the beginning to explain why the application for the reduced scheme was withdrawn. 
Two sentences /paragraphs following that to help introduce the concept of the initial 
requested scheme/ application ( and to identify the main roads involved) and a fourth 
paragraph to explain that at the same time as the SPC were concluding their decision-making 
process, an independent survey was being carried out by the WSCC Cllr Paul Linehan, and to 
attempt to explain the basis for this undertaking and why it did not necessarily affect the 
SPC decision. 

• GB agreed that he would amend the document and circulate it to members present for any 
additions or amendments and that the Clerk be given the final copy to add to support papers 
for discussion and agreement at the forthcoming Community Committee meeting. 

• JF likewise would circulate these working party notes to members for their scrutiny before 
adding to supporting papers for the same meeting. 

• Members then discussed how the message could be put out subsequent to approval by the 
Community Committee   

• Lastly members considered how the matter be moved forward and wondered if the 
Community Partnership ‘Sustainable Travel Group’ could be asked again to help consider 
possible alternative solutions to cover the continuing need for improving road safety and 
encouraging active travel within the three parishes.  

4. Recommendations to be considered by SPC Community Com. as follows 
# - The members asked that SPC Community Committee approve their document  for 
publication 
# - Members further asked that SPC Community Committee agree that the document be 
published in its entirety on Bramber and Steyning Parish Council Web Sites for resident 
information. Then that if the mailing list (of email addresses from the original greening 
Steyning survey) was reestablished then the document could be sent out to those interested 
parties. And that finally the document be published in ‘Your Steyning’ {if space allowed, or a 
reduced/summerised version if the amount of text was an issue}.   
# - Members asked that SPC consider requesting the continued support from the Community 
Partnership ‘Active Travel Group’ to consider other alternative solutions to local travel issues 
 

Meeting ended at 7.25pm                                                                                                                  
Compiled by JF - 29th Nov. 2023                   Agreed by W. Party members 30th Nov’23 



Withdrawal of Proposals for a Steyning & Bramber 20MPH Scheme 

Statement from Steyning Parish Council (draft) 

 

Steyning Parish Council has decided to withdraw its application to West Sussex County 
Council for a 20mph scheme in the town.  This statement explains the reasoning for this and 
the background to the decision. 

In 2021 Steyning Parish Council submitted an application to West Sussex County Council (WSCC) 
to set up a 20mph scheme covering the whole of the built-up area in Steyning, and adjoining parts 
of Bramber.   

The proposal was for the 20mph area to begin somewhere on Clays Hill to the East and extend to 
just beyond the Leisure Centre to the West. The Maudlyn Lane and Newham Lane areas would be 
included, as well as the whole of Shooting field and the Roman Road area. 

The application was put together by a multi-stakeholder Working Party convened by Steyning 
Parish Council.  This comprised members of Steyning and Bramber Parish Councils, Two District 
and One County Councillors, and a representative from WSSC Highways Department. Three local 
community groups:  Steyning & District Business Chamber, Steyning & District Community 
Partnership, and Greening Steyning. 

The primary objectives were to:  

• calm traffic in the area and make our streets feel safer, healthier, and more welcoming for 
everyone. 

• shift the balance in favour of walking and cycling and help get people out of their cars. 

• benefit children and vulnerable groups who find our busy streets daunting. 

 

Residents’ reactions to the idea of the proposed 20mph Scheme had been tested through a large 
public survey in Spring 2021.  This received over 1500 responses and showed a clear majority, of 
nearly two to one, in favour of the proposed scheme (see details in the survey report). 

The application was submitted to WSCC via their Community Highways Scheme.  As part of their 
normal procedures, the Council Highways Department carried out tests to measure current traffic 
speeds on a number of roads in the area.  In May 2023, the Council came back with their proposal 
for a 20mph scheme for Steyning. 

The WSCC proposal was for a much less ambitious scheme than originally suggested.  Rather than 
the whole built up area, it covered just the centre of town, and a few adjoining streets (see map 
attached).  With the exception of Goring Road, it covered none of the streets the Working Party had 
identified where speeding is a particular problem, such as Roman Road, Newham Lane, Clays Hill 
or the Horsham Road.  Adjoining areas of Bramber had also been omitted entirely, as had the 
streets near the Primary and Grammar Schools. 

The 20mph Working Party was surprised and disappointed by these proposals and put a series of 
questions to WSCC to better understand their thinking and see if they would be prepared to amend 
the scheme to expand its scope.  

WSCC were unwilling to do this, citing council speed policies and the problem of ensuring drivers 
comply with reduced speed limits when current average speeds are well above the proposed limit.  
According to their policy guidelines, current average speeds have to be no more than 26MPH to 

https://www.steyningpc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Part-1-Report-20MPH-Consultation-Results-Final-002.pdf


introduce a 20mph limit.  This means that if traffic is going too fast you can’t reduce speed limits just 
by introducing new speed limit signs. 

This limitation can be circumvented by introducing physical traffic calming measures, such as pinch 
points or speed humps, but the Highways Department explained that that this would be well beyond 
the budget they had available (which was estimated at £53,000 for just the reduced scheme). 

On the basis of this response, the 20mph Working Party recommended that the Parish Council 
should not go ahead with the proposed WSCC scheme on the grounds that it would have little effect 
on traffic speeds, would not achieve its stated aims, and would therefore not be value for money.   

Local County Councillor, Paul Linehan, conducted his own survey to gauge reactions to the 20mph 
scheme proposed by WSCC.  This showed that 55% of those who responded did not back the 
pared down scheme. 

Following paras to be confirmed once the Communities Committee has met: 

Independently, SPC’s Community Committee had come to the same conclusion, and has decided - 
reluctantly - to withdraw its Community Highways Scheme application.   

Steyning and Bramber Parish Councils and the other Working Party members regret this outcome 
as they were hoping for a much more positive and proactive response from WSCC.   

They are still committed, however, to finding ways of encouraging safer streets and promoting more 
active travel, so will continue to pursue these aims through other means.   

 

Map of WSCC’s Proposed Scheme – 20mph area shaded in green 



Steyning & Bramber 20MPH Scheme:  a statement by Steyning Parish Council  

 

Steyning Parish Council has decided to withdraw its application to West Sussex County 
Council for a 20mph scheme in the town.  This statement explains the reasoning for this and 
the background to the decision. 

In 2021 Steyning Parish Council submitted an application to West Sussex County Council (WSCC) 
to set up a 20mph scheme covering the whole of the built-up area in Steyning, and adjoining parts 
of Bramber.   

The proposal was for the 20mph area to begin somewhere on Clays Hill to the East and extend to 
just beyond the Leisure Centre to the West.  The Maudlyn Lane and Newham Lane areas would be 
included, as well as the whole of Shooting field and the Roman Road area. 

The application was put together by a multi-stakeholder Working Party convened by Steyning 
Parish Council.  This comprised members of Steyning and Bramber Parish Councils, Two District 
and One County Councillors, and a representative from WSSC Highways Department. Three local 
community groups:  Steyning & District Business Chamber, Steyning & District Community 
Partnership, and Greening Steyning. 

The primary objectives were to:  

• calm traffic in the area and make our streets feel safer, healthier, and more welcoming for 
everyone. 

• shift the balance in favour of walking and cycling and help get people out of their cars. 

• benefit children and vulnerable groups who find our busy streets daunting. 

Residents’ reactions to the idea of the proposed 20mph Scheme had been tested through a large 
public survey in Spring 2021.  This received over 1500 responses and showed a clear majority, of 
nearly two to one, in favour of the proposed scheme. 

The application was submitted to WSCC via their Community Highways Scheme.  As part of their 
normal procedures, the Council Highways Department carried out tests to measure current traffic 
speeds on a number of roads in the area.  In May 2023, the Council came back with their proposal 
for a 20mph scheme for Steyning. 

The WSCC proposal was for a much less ambitious scheme than originally suggested.  Rather than 
the whole built up area, it covered just the centre of town, and a few adjoining streets.  With the 
exception of Goring Road, it covered none of the streets the Working Party had identified where 
speeding is a particular problem, such as Roman Road, Newham Lane, Clays Hill or the Horsham 
Road.  Adjoining areas of Bramber had also been omitted entirely, as had the streets near the 
Primary and Grammar Schools. 

The 20mph Working Party was surprised and disappointed by these proposals and put a series of 
questions to WSCC to better understand their thinking and see if they would be prepared to amend 
the scheme to expand its scope.  

WSCC were unwilling to do this, citing council speed policies and the problem of ensuring drivers 
comply with reduced speed limits when current average speeds are well above the proposed limit.  
According to their policy guidelines, current average speeds have to be no more than 26MPH to 
introduce a 20mph limit.  This means that if traffic is going too fast you can’t reduce speed limits just 
by introducing new speed limit signs. 



This limitation can be circumvented by introducing physical traffic calming measures, such as pinch 
points or speed humps, but the Highways Department explained that that this would be well beyond 
the budget they had available (which was estimated at £53,000 for just the reduced scheme). 

On the basis of this response, the 20mph Working Party recommended that the Parish Council 
should not go ahead with the proposed WSCC scheme on the grounds that it would have little effect 
on traffic speeds, would not achieve its stated aims, and would therefore not be value for money.   

Local County Councillor, Paul Linehan, conducted his own survey to gauge reactions to the 20mph 
scheme proposed by WSCC.  This showed that 55% of those who responded did not back the 
pared down scheme. 

Independently, SPC’s Community Committee had come to the same conclusion, and has decided - 
reluctantly - to withdraw its Community Highways Scheme application.   

Steyning and Bramber Parish Councils and the other Working Party members regret this outcome 
as they were hoping for a much more positive and proactive response from WSCC.   

They are still committed, however, to finding ways of encouraging safer streets and promoting more 
active travel, so will continue to pursue these aims through other means.   

 



          Item 6.2 

Winter Programme Call Out Procedure  
 

It is proposed that SPC updates its Winter programme call out procedure and the 

Community Chairman and the Clerk have been working behind the scenes in preparation for 

this meeting and this coming winter in order to ensure we are best prepared for whatever 

weather events are coming Steyning’s way. 

We have purchased a mobile phone (which will be the duty officer’s emergency contact 

phone for all eventualities). On it we have begun a What’s App group with all the current 

SPC Winter programme volunteers’ numbers included plus the relevant street cleaning and 

snow clearing contractors. 

It is proposed that when the Clerk or deputy Clerk are provided with an imminent weather 

event alert then the What’s App group of volunteers and contractors be sent an Amber 

Warning message. 

Should this turn into an actual event which precipitates a snow and or ice issue for 

designated roads and pathways then the group will receive a Red Alert from the Duty Officer 

{likely Clerk or Deputy Clerk) and the volunteers will be asked to take part (if available) in a 

programme of grit spreading using the nearby grit bins resources. 

Appropriate equipment may be supplied including Hi Vis vests as an option. 

It is also proposed that a short video be made for the What’s App group to view – as a ‘quick 

and simple’ guide to spreading grit plus some dos and don’ts to assist a safe procedure is 

undertaken. 

It is also proposed that the Chair and Clerk compile a map of Steyning town showing grit bin 

locations and that then the town is split into zones which it is hoped our volunteers could be 

designated, so that the task could be as evenly handled as possible for the entire area. 

The Committee are asked top consider this procedure, make any additional suggestions and 

then agree that this or an amendment of it is approved. 



          Item 6.2 
Response to the SPC letter – Agreed at the last Community Meeting 
 
 

Dear Mr. Fullbrook, 
 
I am emailing you further to your letter attached regarding the closure of Whites footbridge carrying 
FP2776 over the River Adur. 
 
I do appreciate the inconvenience this closure has caused the local residents who utilise this footpath 
to access many services in the local area and also enjoy the countryside but I hope you can 
understand that we have done this for the purposes of protecting public safety subject to an 
inspection which ruled the structure unsafe to keep open. The replacement of this structure is not a 
straight forward process for a number of reasons including the scale of the structure, the fact that 
utilities are attached to it and also due to various consents that will be required to undertake the 
replacement. 
 
I can assure you that the bridge replacement is a priority however a structure of this sort cannot be 
purchased off the shelf and requires a considerable amount of design work and fabrication prior to 
installation. Couple with the fact that the current structure does have utilities attached (namely a gas 
main) this also requires considerable amounts of discussions with the companies involved to try to 
find a solution that suit all parties. 
 
WSCC is committed to replacing the bridge and actively working on a design and approach for this to 
happen. We are currently in the process of discussing programming for this work and hope to have 
more clarity on timescales as the financial year progresses. I should manage expectations that it is 
most likely that this structure replacement will not likely take place next year but I can assure you 
that we are working on this and will look to deliver a replacement bridge as soon as feasibly possible. 
 
Your offer of s.106 funds is appreciated and I will note this but the bigger issue at this stage is the 
discussions with the utility companies impacted by a bridge replacement and the design stages 
required to replace such a large structure.  
 
We will of course endeavour to keep interested parties updated as this project progresses and if you 
have any specific questions then do feel free to contact me directly or suggest a time that may suit 
and I’d be happy to set a meeting to discuss this in more detail. 
 
Regards, 
 
Nick Scott 
Principal Rights of Way Officer 
Highways & Transport 
West Sussex County Council 
 



             Item  7.1.1 
 
Annual Play Area Inspection Report and Maintenance Programme  
 

The annual inspection of our play areas was undertaken in early October. It took two  
days to be completed by a qualified technician and the office received the reports on the  
21st October. Since that time, we have engaged our maintenance operative, plus where  
we could , our caretakers, to complete some of the items noted. Below is a summary of  
the number of issues raised for each play area and how many items are being actively  
dealt with as per our current maintenance programme. 
 

Play Area   Risk Assessment grade / Numbers        Being actioned 
 
MPF    Very High   0   0 
     High    0   0 
     Moderate   12   12 

    Low    40   2 
     Very Low   4   0 
 

South Ash    Very High   0   0 
     High    0   0 
     Moderate   0   0 

    Low    7   2 
     Very Low   3   0 
 

Normans Way   Very High   0   0 
     High    0   0 
     Moderate   4   4 

    Low    4   2 
     Very Low   1   0 
 

Chandlers Way   Very High   0   0 
     High    0   0 
     Moderate   1   1 

    Low    10   0 
     Very Low   1   0 
 

Abbey Road   Very High   0   0 
     High    0   0 
     Moderate   1   1 

    Low    7   5 
     Very Low   4   0 
 
Fletchers Croft   Very High   0   0 
     High    0   0 
     Moderate   2   2 

    Low    16   1 
     Very Low   4   0 
 

TOTALS        121   32 
 



 
As well as an annual playground inspection this council has a monthly inspection carried  
out by HDC play officers, as well as a monthly inspection undertaken by our maintenance  
operative (who has a great deal of experience in this area), finally other checks are  
sometimes carried out by Clerk and Caretakers. 
 
To further explain the risk assessment process –  
 

There are five steps involved when undertaking risk assessments – they are 
1. Identify Hazards. 
2. Decide who might be harmed and how. 
3. Evaluate the risks and decide upon precautions 
4. Record findings and implement mitigating processes 
5. Review the assessment regularly and update if necessary 

 
 
After the first round of maintenance has been completed, we review and assess what 
priorities should be considered and complete what is required given the funds that 
available to us. 
 
 
There follows the actual Reports {some pictures/details removed as such a large document} 
Under item 7.1.2, for your information 
 
 

































































































































































                  Item 7.6 

 

Abbey Road urgent tree works 
 

Briefing Note 

During the last storms, there were high winds, and a number of trees came down around the Abbey 

Road site. 

None of them caused too much of an issue, however the Clerk visited site with the SPC Tree warden 

very soon afterwards and jointly established with input from the lead Abbey Road volunteer – Roger 

Brown, that two quite small hedgerow trees that had fallen could be trimmed and affectively dealt 

with by the volunteers during their next Saturday ‘work day’. 

Two large willow trees had fallen across from the By-Pass verge and across into our land straddling 

the fence. It was not proposed to deal with the main trunk and branches but insofar as when they 

fell, they caused some problems it was agreed that these issues were best dealt with sooner than 

later. 

The Clerk has since met with a new Tree Surgeon who was more available than our usual contractor, 

and asked to quote to cut back branches that are protruding towards the pathways, to cut back 

branches that were hit during the trees coming down and have been broken and are hanging loosely 

at a height and could break free and fall. 

 

The cost for the scoped works as agreed on site was as follows 

 

 To make safe & dismantle storm damaged willow & stack branches in clearing as 

discussed  

  
To dismantle smaller storm damaged willow & stack in clearing  
  

£500  + vat 
 

 

 

 









Community Committee  - Draft Budget 1st April 2024/ 31st March 2025 Dated 29th Nov. {V2}

CONSOLIDATED P & L ACCOUNT

CODE EXPENDITURE ACTUAL 18/19 ACTUAL 19/20 Budget 20/21 ACTUAL 20/21 Budget 21/22 ACTUAL 21/22 Budget 22/23 ACTUAL 22/23 Budget 23/24
YEAR TO DATE       

Mid-month Nov

Draft Budget for 

24/25

4200 Street Light Energy 640.00£              773.00£              785.00£              796.00£              £810 £815 £900 £889 £975 £1,697 1,800.00£              

4201 Street Light Maintenance 1,728.00£          1,873.00£          1,920.00£          1,920.00£          £1,960 £2,015 £2,200 £1,964 £2,250 £2,121 2,250.00£              

4202 Lamppost testing -£                    -£                    100.00£              -£                    100.00£              1,290.00£          850.00£              1,305.00£          1,550.00£          1,320.00£          1,600.00£              

4210 Sweeping / Litter 15,246.00£        18,008.00£        20,000.00£        18,078.00£        17,300.00£        17,462.00£        18,250.00£        18,077.00£        18,400.00£        19,109.00£        30,000.00£            

4211 Town Improvements -£                    150.00£              1,500.00£          -£                    1,500.00£          1,401.00£          1,500.00£          -£                    1,500.00£          1,550.00£          1,500.00£              

4253 Water - Allotments 625.00£              1,437.00£          600.00£              1,888.00£          1,100.00£          585.00£              1,200.00£          1,117.00£          1,300.00£          -£                    1,350.00£              

4259 Grit -£                    -£                    600.00£              -£                    200.00£              113.00£              200.00£              200.00£              200.00£              -£                    200.00£                  

4260 Pressure wash High Street 684.00£              -£                    700.00£              -£                    400.00£              -£                    400.00£              76.00£                250.00£              -£                    250.00£                  

4276 Tree and hedge cutting -£                    2,480.00£          5,000.00£          3,125.00£          5,000.00£          4,630.00£          5,000.00£          5,758.00£          5,000.00£          1,020.00£          5,000.00£              

4300 Grass cutting -£                    4,497.00£          7,000.00£          5,363.00£          5,380.00£          5,000.00£          5,200.00£          5,362.00£          6,800.00£          6,885.00£          10,500.00£            ?

4309 Tree Reports & Essential Works -£                    -£                    -£                    -£                    10,000.00£        725.00£              6,000.00£          5,440.00£          2,903.00£          1,386.00£          2,000.00£              

4310 Grounds Maintenance 9,877.00£          5,526.00£          13,500.00£        6,230.00£          3,500.00£          3,424.00£          3,500.00£          2,453.00£          3,500.00£          5,010.00£          4,200.00£              

4312 Waste removal PF -£                    981.00£              1,025.00£          1,610.00£          1,450.00£          1,591.00£          1,450.00£          1,930.00£          1,850.00£          1,309.00£          2,250.00£              

4320 Play & Exercise Equip Inspections 799.00£              883.00£              1,200.00£          702.00£              1,200.00£          2,090.00£          1,800.00£          2,982.00£          2,000.00£          1,920.00£          2,450.00£              

4321 Play Equip & Maintenance -£                    -£                    -£                    -£                    1,500.00£          7,275.00£          2,100.00£          3,237.00£          2,500.00£          3,219.00£          4,600.00£              

4322 Memorial Tributes 1,000.00£              

4352 Litter and bins 3,719.00£          2,731.00£          5,000.00£          2,936.00£          2,500.00£          3,108.00£          3,200.00£          3,396.00£          3,250.00£          2,612.00£          4,200.00£              

4360 Allotments maintenance 1,723.00£          1,863.00£          3,800.00£          3,016.00£          3,800.00£          2,160.00£          3,800.00£          9,445.00£          3,200.00£          192.00£              3,250.00£              

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 35,041.00£      41,202.00£      62,730.00£      45,664.00£      57,700.00£      53,684.00£      57,550.00£      63,631.00£      57,428.00£      49,350.00£      78,400.00£         

CODE INCOME

1001 HDC Cleansing Grant 23,384.00£        23,735.00£        20,000.00£        24,328.00£        24,400.00£        24,620.00£        24,800.00£        25,384.00£        25,700.00£        27,962.00£        29,500.00£            

1004 Reimbursed charges / Donations 95,892.00£        1,804.00£          500.00£              494.00£              500.00£              440.00£              500.00£              583.00£              500.00£              540.00£              500.00£                  

1005 Allotment Rents 4,040.00£          4,266.00£          4,400.00£          4,384.00£          4,400.00£          4,193.00£          4,600.00£          4,706.00£          4,700.00£          5,099.00£          5,400.00£              

1006 Memorial Donations 1,000.00£              

TOTAL INCOME 123,316.00£   29,805.00£      24,900.00£      29,206.00£      29,300.00£      29,253.00£      29,900.00£      30,673.00£      30,900.00£      33,601.00£      36,400.00£         

TOTAL INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE 88,275.00£      11,397.00-£      37,830.00-£      16,458.00-£      -£28,400.00 -£24,431.00 -£27,650.00 -£32,958.00 -£26,528.00 42,000.00-£         



                 Item 8.2.2 

 

Current listing of Community projects for 

consideration for next year - 24/25 
 

Proposed Project      Estimate 

Partly agreed. 

MPF Play Area renewal      £85 K to £130 K 

Chandlers Way Play Area renewal    £25 K 

Proposed 

Normans Way Play Area renewal    £18 K 

Canada Gardens water supply upgrade   £2.5 K 

Bin installation for Abbey Road     £1.5 K 

MPF Charlton St entrance re-surfacing   £4 K 

MPF entrance notice/story boards    £3 K to £11 K 

MPF Car Park bollards      £1.5 K 

MPF Car Park Planters      £2.5 K to £6 K  

Relocate and paint MPF Gazebo    £2 K 

Changing room apron surface renewal   £14 K 

MPF EV Charging point      Unknown 

Street lights change to LED’s     Unknown 

 

 

 

  

 








