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MEETING OF FULL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 19th JUNE 2023 AT 7.30PM   

Councillors Present :           Cllrs Norcross (Chairman), Young, Bell, Hanson, S. Alexander, Lloyd, Foxwell, Ballance, 
                                                 & Linfield.
                                                 
Clerks in attendance :         John Fullbrook  

Members of the Public :    3 {inc. District Cllr V Finnegan} 
                                                                 
Meeting commenced :       7.30 pm
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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Sharp, Johnson, Trundle, Campbell, I Alexander and          M Alexander. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR 
None 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING - Cllr Norcross proposed, seconded by Cllr Young that the minutes for the meeting dated the 15th May ‘23 be accepted as true and fair record. Agreed 

MATTERS ARISING – These items were taken as read
Ex SPC Councillor Toomey – A token of remembrance organised – Actioned

Warden’s report numbers to include whether reported to police – Actioned

Warden’s report details whether numbers are events or hours – Actioned

External Auditors signing off the 2021/22 Accounts - See item 27.3

Chair and Vice Chair Acceptance of Office forms signed and recorded – Actioned

Committee membership and Chair/ Vice Chair information distributed - Actioned 

Internal Groups membership verified, and information distributed - Actioned 

SPC Policies & Risk Assessment dates amended and republished after new adoption - Actioned

‘External bodies’ Councillor Representation information distributed, & Organisations informed – Actioned
SPC subscriptions – confirmation that payments made - Actioned 

Section 137 payments for 2022/23 published – Actioned

Hoey - Ains report 6-month review and supporting email sent to HDC - Actioned 

SPC’s Land Register published on Web Site - Actioned 

Place invite to residents for project suggestions onto PPG monitor, Suggestion box & Web Site – Actioned

SPC to convene an all member working party following June Full Council Meeting to discuss what it hopes to achieve by the end of its 4 - year term – Actioned

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Victoria Finnegan – (HDC) update – The Chair welcomed Victoria to her first SPC meeting.
Item 1. – Local Plan. There are many personnel changes at HDC – The main focus appears to be the completion of the HDC Local Plan, with a realistic timescale being suggested to be 6 to 9 months. 
2. Water Neutrality - Southern Water not concentrating on new supplies, rather dealing with leaks and faults, so very little movement likely in terms of water neutrality. 
3. Virgin Media – Victoria has a contact and will pass onto the Clerk in regard to dealing with issues and making good after the installation.
4. Parking – Has raised the issues of High St. parking with Wardens for more enforcement.
5. Commercial Dog Walking – Following contact from SPC, Cllr Finnegan has looked into this. – The appropriate contact at HDC is Fiona Hiron. The maximum number of dogs that should be walked at any one time is likely to be 6 due to comply with insurance policies. Defra are considering a licence scheme but there isn’t one at the moment. HDC have considered looking at fixing a maximum number of dogs per walk, but if they did this it would only be enforceable on their own council land and so they are not pursuing it currently.
Questions from SPC Councillors – Can HDC give SPC dispensation for any Steyning High St. employees who have to come in their car but cannot park without being financially penalised?
EV Charging -  There was an agreement with HDC that charging points were to be at the other end of Fletchers Croft Car Park. SP Councillors registered disappointment with this decision and suggested perhaps that they are moved. Also, rapid charging points were stated as being essential when further installations were being considered.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS REPORT 
To receive the Neighbourhood Wardens reports for April and May 2023 – No questions arose.
The Chair welcomed the new Warden – Alison Page, in her absence. Cllr S Alexander suggested that the Clerk contact the police regarding ‘Shop watch’

GOVERNANCE AND COMMUNITY MATTERS
Agreement for SPC to sign the 22/23 AGAR. Cllr Norcross proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander that SPC agree following a recommendation from F&GP, that section 1 and 2 of the SPC Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 with associated notes be approved and sent to the external auditor having been signed by the SPC Chair. Agreed

To agree publication of the ‘Notice of Public Rights’ for the SPC AGAR Return 2022/23. 
Cllr Norcross proposed, seconded by Cllr S Alexander that SPC agree that the ‘Notice of Public Rights’ for the SPC AGAR Return 2022/23 be published as the per supporting papers. Agreed



Notification from the Clerk on External Auditors progress with signing off the 2021/22 AGAR
Within the 2022/23 AGAR its noted that on page 3 of 6 there appears a ‘No’ against the clause ‘N’. This is because the 2021/22 AGAR that was sent off to the external auditor in June 2022 has had objections raised against it by a serving SPC councillor. Notification of these objections were received from the external auditor on the 19th of May ’23 and the Clerk spent Thursday and Friday of last week compiling a reply with appropriate evidence. When responses and any further questions have been dealt with, and report concluded, then the Clerk will bring it back to Full Council for agreement for it to be published. 

To agree SPC’s preferred candidate for this year’s election to the SDNPA
SPC had received statements from eight parish councillor candidates, and two needed to be voted for by SPC, with then the clerk completing the ballot paper on SPC’s behalf and sending to WSALC returning officer by 23 June. Cllr Norcross proposed, seconded by Cllr Bell that the two candidates that SPC would like to nominate for the SDNPA election are Andrew Shaxson and Theresa Bennett. Agreed  

Notification - that Full Council will convene the Working Practices Group, so that an amended SPC Publication Scheme, an amended SPC Grant Award Policy and an SPC Policy for Dealing with Habitual or Vexatious Complainants are considered as well as any other pertinent business.

REVIEW AND CONFIRM COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINT A VICE- CHAIR      Following one member’s resignation off the Community committee, to agree a replacement member, and to appoint to the vacant position of Community Vice-Chair. Cllr Sarah Linfield was nominated by Cllr Norcross, and this was seconded by Cllr Hanson. No other nominations were received. Cllr Norcross proposed, seconded by Cllr Hanson that Cllr Linfield be agreed as the new member of the Community Committee. Agreed

Cllr Norcross put her name forward for the vacant Community Committee Vice Chair position, and there were no other nominations. Cllr S Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr Hanson that Cllr Norcross be agreed as Community Committee Vice Chair. Agreed

ONGOING ITEMS
To receive the following ongoing items 
Clerk to discuss any new S106 funding opportunities with HDC

Council to complete actions as per the agreed implementation plan {Hoey Ainscough Report}

SPC to liaise with Steyning Business Chamber to set up Disc reporting system for High St. retailers.

Three items for Cllr Linehan to update on at next SPC Full Council meeting; regards Virgin media, installation, and local water resources 

SPC Bank signatories Ex Councillors to be removed from listings 

CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION ITEMS 
Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm Announcement – After an extended period of public consultations, the onshore cable route has been selected. The route runs from Climping Beach to Bolney where it feeds into the national grid substation. From Steyning Parish’s perspective, the cable undergrounding appears to miss the parish with it being closest as it passes by the north of Wappingthorn Wood, and then crosses the Ashurst road just north of the parish boundary. The clerk was asked to circulate a more clearly defined map when it becomes available.
Steyning Ukrainian Refuge latest relief operation – This item was on the agenda to raise the profile of the important work being completed by the Ukrainian Refuge Group. The request for grant funding will be dealt with by the F&GP committee.

DATE OF NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING:  17th July 2023 at 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 8.09 pm  

Signed ……………………………………………  Date 17th July 2023                                                  
Chairman 

A video recording of this meeting is available at - https://youtu.be/9HoMnwZZfrw
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Parish Clerk:    John Fullbrook
Deputy Clerk:  Hazel Roxby
	
Email: clerk@steyningpc.gov.uk
Email: hazel.roxby@steyningpc.gov.uk
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