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Botolphs Cemetery Interim Report 

I have prepared this interim report for the Joint Parishes Cemetery Committee as I 

feel it is necessary that all Councillors are aware of the work that has been 

undertaken during the various Coronavirus restrictions in the last seven months. 

 

Coronavirus Pandemic 

As we all know, the United Kingdom has truly been affected by the Coronavirus 

pandemic; by the number of deaths due to virus itself and by the higher number of 

additional deaths of people dying from other causes. 

Across the country, the funeral industry, including funeral directors, crematoria, 

cemeteries, clergy, and celebrants have been very stretched.   

That said, thankfully, within our local area, the numbers of deaths relating to 

Coronavirus were low compared with other parts of the country. 

However, Worthing Crematorium, owned by Adur and Worthing Councils, prepared 

for the worst-case scenario.  It trained staff, including Environmental Health 

Officers, who otherwise would have been furloughed from their normal roles to 

work with the Crematorium staff.    

And had it have been necessary, Worthing Crematorium would have been available 

for funeral ceremonies seven days a week with the actual cremations taking place 

throughout the night. 

In addition, regular updates regarding the constant changes to the Government 

guidelines and restrictions which were received from the Institute of Cemetery  

and Crematorium Management (ICCM) were forwarded to local Funeral Directors, 

Clergy, and Celebrants by the Manager of Worthing Crematorium. 

 

Burials 

As you can see from my paper detailing the Interments of Burials and Cremated 

Ashes there has been ten interments in new graves in Botolphs Cemetery and only 

one interment as a second burial in an existing grave since 1 April 2020.     

However, the ten new graves in the seven months to 25 October 2020 has already 

equalled that of the new graves used for the whole year, 1 April 2019 to 31 March 

2020. 

During these last seven months, there has been two burials undertaken where 

people have died from Coronavirus. 
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At the outset of the lockdown, the Government required that all Churches be 

closed; therefore, the services of some of the earlier burials had to be conducted 

at the graveside.    

Assurances are given that during the ceremonies, all national guidelines were, and 

still are, strictly adhered too; including, the lowering of the coffin without family 

members being present and the withdrawal of the pall-bearers prior to the 

graveside ceremony commencing, in order that the family could have the 

maximum number of people in attendance. 

Churches are now allowed to hold funeral ceremonies with a maximum of thirty 

people attending. 

 

Availability of Grave Spaces 

With the ‘second wave’ of Coronavirus upon us, the number of graves that might 

be needed to the end of this current year, and beyond, cannot be predicted. 

Therefore, earlier this week, Cllr Bob Harber and I went to Botolphs Cemetery to 

re-measure the land and re-calculate the number of graves that can be 

accommodated in the cemetery. 

It transpires that having had to start a new row (Row M) on the unused piece of 

ground nearest St Botolph’s Church, the gravedigger has been able to dig the 

graves slightly closer together, thereby enabling a further three grave spaces to be 

added to Rows M, N and O; providing a further nine grave spaces in the Cemetery. 

In addition, I would suggest that the owner of the bench in Row M be contacted 

and asked if he would like his wife’s bench to be re-located to a better position, at 

the JPCC cost.   I suggest that it be re-located to the grass area behind the shelter 

overlooking the cemetery. 

The relocation of the bench would provide a further two grave spaces in Row M. 

 

Benches and Donation 

In these last months, I also have had three further requests for benches to be 

placed in the cemetery, and this is my first opportunity to be able to raise it with 

members of the JPCC. 

The installation of one of these benches was agreed some years ago by the former 

Joint Parishes Burial Board and the money for which was received and is within the 

Cemetery General Reserve.    

The family have been in contact and now feel ready to proceed with the 

installation of the bench. 
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With regard to the other two benches, agreement was given that benches could be 

placed at the bottom of the cemetery, between the trees, where no graves or 

cremation plots could be placed and would over-look the whole of the cemetery; 

the location can be found on the Botolphs Cemetery Plan. 

Another family has also offered a donation of up to a £1,000 for again, either a 

bench to replace the old bench by the flower bed or, any other project that the 

Committee might feel to be more appropriate. 

 

Maintenance of Cemetery 

Regarding the maintenance of the Cemetery, Gary Stanbridge has continued to 

maintain the grounds to his high standard.  Following notification from Horsham 

District Council that none of the trees in the Cemetery are subject to a 

preservation order, Gary was able to cut back and raise the canopy of the trees 

during last winter. 

However, the fence must be renewed as quickly as possible and all the paths need 

Gary’s attention as several slabs have become very uneven.   Estimates for these 

works were received and agreed by the JPCC last year.    

I have emailed Gary to ask him to undertake these matters as quickly as possible. 

The matter of the gates also requires a definitive answer, as the discussions re 

buying new soft wood gates or more expensive oak gates was not resolved. 

During the recent very heavy rains, some graves have sunk quite dramatically; 

these have already been topped up with spoil from the cemetery. 

As has already been said, the number of graves needed in any one year is always 

an unknown and, if the Coronavirus pandemic continues beyond March 2021, we 

have no idea of how much of the cemetery will be used. 

Therefore, may I suggest that the JPCC purchases enough low-grade soil to enable 

Gary to finalise raising the level of the new area that is now in use, rather than 

constantly having to wait for it to be filled up with spoil as each grave is dug. 

 

Signage and noticeboard 

As Botolphs Cemetery is jointly owned by the Parishes of Bramber, Steyning and 

Upper Beeding, I feel that the signage should reflect this.   Currently all the blue 

signage around Botolphs Cemetery is out of date as it relates to the former Joint 

Parishes Burial Board.   

I think that it is now time to have a fresh look and obtain quotes for all the signs 

and the noticeboards. 
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Extension of the Cemetery 

I have continued to search for a new piece of land to either extend Botolphs 

Cemetery or start a new cemetery within the Parish boundaries of Bramber, 

Steyning and Upper Beeding, but so far to no avail. 

I have also spoken with a local estate agent who will be in touch with me if they 

hear of any land for sale.  

 

Annual Remembrance Service 

For many years, the Joint Parishes Cemetery Committee, and its predecessor the 

Joint Parishes Burial Board, held an Annual Remembrance Service in St Botolphs 

Church each September. 

Numbers attending the service swelled each year, and for some people it is a great 

highlight for them; one year nearly one hundred and fifty people attended. 

Due to the restrictions placed on Churches throughout the pandemic, I sought 

advice from the Rev’d Emma Graeme. 

Unfortunately, it was clear that this years’ service had to be cancelled; grave 

owners were duly notified in late August. 

 

 

Colette Harber, Cemetery Clerk       21 October 2020 


