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Initial Briefing paper Presented 28th April 
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5. Recommendation 

1 Brief 

Residents of Mouse Lane have express concerns with the runoff water that accumulates on Mouse 
Lane. The volume of water can be as high to make the lane a stream, and there is already a gully set 
into the side of the road to aid the flow. In very cold weather this can freeze causing the whole road 
to be covered in ice. 

2 Environmental concerns 

All runoff water finished at a drain where Mouse Lane joins the high street, this in turn feeds into a 
stream that runs through Tanyard Lane and eventually to the river Adur. Concerns where raised that 
the application of salt may have a detrimental effect on the ecology of the stream. I have spoken and 
written to the Environment Agency and I have now received the following in writing 

“Dear Simon, 
 
Thank you for speaking with me on the phone this morning regarding the proposal to 
install a grit bin on Mouse Lane, Steyning.  
 
We, the Environment Agency, would have no issue with the location of this grit bin 
as it poses a very minimal threat to the local watercourse. During the season that grit 
is spread along the road, there is plenty of rainfall and surface water levels are high 
enough that a small input of salt will be readily diluted. With the River Adur being 
tidal/brackish, it will have negligible impact on water quality. 
 
Thank you for contacting us with your query, please find my contact details below. 
 
I am the patch officer for the River Adur, spanning from Horsham/Southwater down 
to the coast, including Worthing and Shoreham. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tash Hutchings 
Environment Officer (SSD Land and Water East) 
Environment Agency” 
 



3 Location 
 
Upon meeting with the residents of Mouse Lane, one of them has kindly offered to locate a 
grit bin within the space they have available for parking cars. This location will keep the bin 
out of any running water and therefore minimise the risk of salt being unnecessarily washed 
away 
 

        
 
Email from the resident confirming location 
 

“Hello Simon, I believe you are waiting for me to give you the thumbs up regarding the bin.  
 
Absolutely fine with us as long as positioned where we discussed.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Mikki“ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 Cost 

Gritbins.net 

 

 

Ajproducts.co.uk 

 



 

Peacocksalt.com 

 

 

5 Recommendation 

After speaking with the residents, they are happy for a plain bin to be used rather than the Victorian 
style. I would therefor recommend the bin from gritbins.net at £45.89 exc VAT. I would suggest that 
we also add to this their multiscoop grit spreader which can be let in the bin to give the residents a 
tool to spread the grit at an additional £25.49. 

With regards fixing of the bin we can affix this in site or as you may have noted that there are forklift 
holes at the bottom of 2 of the above bins. This would mean that the bin could be dropped (full) in 
place when required and then lifted to storage when not needed. As I understand currently a farmer 
stores the grit and distributes this as required this could be part of the standard distribution process. 
If we are required to fix in place, then perhaps we could ask one of our caretakers to do so or go out 
for quotes from trades people? 

6 Outcome of meeting – minutes of 28th April 2020 

119.1 Mouse Lane grit bin proposed installation. Cllr Alexander proposed, seconded by Cllr 
Goldsmith to supply the basic black Grit bin specified within Cllr Alexander’s supporting paper 8.1 – 
costed at £45.89 Ex VAT. Agreed  
 

Current Status 

21st May 2020  Grit Bin Ordered 

 

Pending actions 

Installation – suggest dairies for October 2020 


