FOI Request received 27.01.15

Dear Rebecca,

Fol Requests

We are concerned that SPC is continuing with an unnecessary and counter-
productive regime of secrecy regarding information which we beiieve should be
in the public domain, Please treat this amail as a five separate requests for
production under the Fol Act - or much preferably for publication on the SPC
website in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 and the 1CO
Publication Scheme for Parish Councils

1 Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting 11 November 2014

The Counail has refused to publish these minutes even though it has issued &
press release describing the substance of the declsion and it has distributed a
leaflet to many, but by no means all, residents telling us that twelve of fifteen
councillers attended and reporting the substance of the decision. We canh see no
good reason for withholding the official minutes which would reveal to ail
interasted mermbers of the public which councillors attended and what the voting
majotity was as well as the officlal racord of what was decided.

We note that s228(1) of the Local Gavernment Act 1672 glves the electorate an
unqualified right to inspect the minutes of the Council. In fact there is @ criminal
penalty under s228(7) for refusing inspaction.

The 1CO Publication Scheme for Parish Councils requires that minutes be
published on SPC’s website,

2 Minutes of Extraordinaty Maéting 19 Auygust 2014

Nothing other than the agenda for this meeting has ever bean made public and
now even the agenda docurnent has been removed from the website -
effectively remaving all public trace of this meeting.

Please see what Is said at 1 regarding the LGALS72 and regarding the ICO
Publication Schemea,

3 Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting 11" August 2014

Please see what is sald at 2 above.

4 Agenda Items and Minutes on the SPC Website

We have previously made tha point that agendas and minutes are two sides of
the same coin and that the latter often cannot be understood without referring
back to the former. See 5 below for examples of this. We thought this had



been accepted but have noticed that all the agendas for the full council meatings
prior to September 2014 have recently been removed from the website and all
minutes of the full council prior t¢ June 2013 have also been remaved.

Simitarly, committee minutes have been removed for pre-July 2013 and agendas
have been remaoved so that thay are avallable for even shorter periods {varying
with sach committee).

One effect of this removal of agendas, coupled with the policy of not publishing
the relevant part of, or in the case of confidential meetings, any of the minute, is
~ that matters such as 1, 2 and 3 above disappear altogether from any public

record and iterns such as 5 below become veary difficult for the public to keep
track of.

The ICC Publication Scheme lays down the minimum which should be on the
website (current and previous years) which Is thus no longer being compliad
with. Also, once uploaded it clearly Is agalnst the spirlt of openness to remave
them, and so ordinarily one would expect a growing archive going back many
years,

We ask that all the removed records be restored to the website as that avolds
the need for numerous Fal production requests — the reason for tha Pubtication
Scheme in the first place being to reduce the need for such requests,

5 Confidential Items of Business

During the period of the skatepark project there was a significant number of
occasions on which the press and the public were axcluded from meetings of the
parish councli and its committees. These are shown in the minutes as having
been *Confidential” iters, howaver without the agenda documents it is now
impossible for the public to know to what items of business these records relate.

Accordingly there Is a whoie series of matters where there is no public record
either as to what was discussed or what the decision was., While it might have
been appropriate at the time to hold the discussiens in confidential sassion we
think it very uniikely that in most casas it was necessary for the decislon itseif to
have been kapt from the public and even less so how that the skatepark and the
issues zbout the village green status have been resolved.

Accordingly we ask for copies of the agenda documents relating to the minutas
in the schadule below - though as we have said, it would be our preference that
they are just uploaded to the SPC website where they once were,

We also ask for SPC’s written record of what was decided for each of thesa
itams,

Please see what is said at 1 above regarding the LGA1972 and regarding the ICO
Publication Scheme.

Schedule of Minutes having Confidential [tems of Business




8th February 2011 F & GP [tem 15, Subject unknown
8th March 2011 F &GP Item 14, Subject unknown,
3rd May 2011 F &GP Ttam 14  Subject unknown.
4th October 2011 Fa&cC ftem 14  Subject unknown.

22nd May 2012 Play Flelds Item 13 Subject unknown,
&th November 2012 F&C Item 18  Subject unknown

5th February 2013 F&cC Tkem 16 Subject unknown

13th May 2012 Annual Ttem 18  Subject unknown

7% May 2013 F&C jtem 16  Related to the village green status
of the MPF and to the judicial review. Neither of these items ts still current.
Furthermore "2~ C ) published Immediately

afrer this meeting on tne skatepark supporters’ Facebook site the claimed figure
for the JR legal costs which had just heen discussed in the absence of press and
public, so It appears rhat there was a selective leak rendering withholding from

everyane else the official record of the Informatlon even less justiflable.

6th August 2013 F&C tem 18  Subject unknown

95th February 2014 Play Fields Item 12 Subject unknewn

8th July 2014 F&c Itern 16  Subject unknown

Thank you very much.



20% February 2015

Dear

Following a Freedom of Information Request made to Steyning Parish Councll on 27" january 2015,
please find below the Information requested. Councillors have taken advice fram SALC, who confirm
that although the minutes of confidentlal mestings shall remain confidential, the outcomes of such
tastings can be made avallable to members of the public. Accordingly, please find the outcomes
listed below.

Re: Minutes of the Extracrdinary Confidential Meeting of 19'" November 2014

Under Section % d} of Steyning Parish Council Standing Orders, and in accordance with LGA 1972, the
meeting was held in confidence, since Counclilors were discussing:

a) Counsel’s advice on the rectification of Village Green status and agreeing the way forward,

b) Nominations for tha Chairman’s Millennium Award.

Counciliors agreed that:
s ‘This council shall not de-register VGE&5’
s ‘No land swap of the land occupled by.the clubs shalt be considarad, at this time, by this
counelt 7
s ‘This council will not apply to the High Court for a rectification of YG93’ '
s At this meeting, decislons should not be made regarding the management of VG365 and i
VG93, but Instead a meeting of a working party of the Full Council, should make a
recommendation to Full Councll’

As an outcome of the dacisions above, the application for a skate park facility will not be progressed
by this councll, since Councillors have been advised by HDC that planning permission will not be
granted while Village Green status s in piace,

A full copy of the confidential minutes will not be released, but Steyning Parish Council are required
to confirm that at the meeting Clir Lloyd proposed that ‘this councll wilt not apply to the High Court
for a rectification of VG93’, seconded by Clir Hopkinson. A vote was keld, those in favour were Clirs
Sarllng, Muncey, Staines, Hopkinson, Toms, Marshall, Ness-Collins, Lioyd and Bowell. Those Agaitist
were Cllrs Muggridge, Toomey and Alexander. Motion Carriad.

Chairman’s Millannium Award winners were agreed.

Re: Minutes of the Extraordinary Confidential meeting of 19" August 2014

Under Saction 1 d) of Steyning Parish Council Standing Crders, and in accordance with LGA 1972, tha
meating was held [n confidence, since Counclilors were discussing:

a) Correspondence from a group whose vice-chairman had taken SPC to a tribunal, with the
possibility of further litigation.

b Legal advice and costs and the Council’s way forward on the skatehoard facility planning
apelication regarding the Village Green (VG93).

Councillors agread that:



+  ‘The Clerk should write to the Chalrman of FoMPF and advise that a response will not be
provided unless a name and address was provided’.

¢+ ‘The Parish Council ask the ICO to visit in order to give them an account of the situation and
zsk for thelr advige”,

«  The Parlsh Councll seak Counsel's advice on the rectification of the Village Green
registration as a whale (with preferance on the first older application rather than the most
recent} and following that advice they would decide whether to seek rectification’,

s 'Owing to advice, only recantly recelved from Harshatn District Councll, that due to the
Village Grean status, Stayning Parish Council is unable, at this present time, to deliver
Skateboard facilities in the Mermorial Playing Field to the young neople of Steyning and
therefore is, regrettably, withdrawing lts planning application. .

Having duz regard to all other users of tha Memorlal Playlng Field and, for their future benefif; the
Parish Council will now seek legal advice to rectify the Village Green status on the Memorial Playing
Fleld',

Re: Minutes of the Extraordinary Confidential meeting of 11" August 2014

Under Saction 1 d) of Steyning Parish Councll Standing Ordars, and in accordance with LGA 1872, the
meeting was held in confidence, since Councitlors were discussing:

2) Correspondence from a group'whose vice-chalrman had taken SPCte a tribunal, with the
possibility of further litigation, _

k) Legai advice and costs and the Council’s way forward on the skatehoard facility planning
application regarding the Viliage Green (VG83),

Councillors agreed that:

«  ‘Afurther Extraordinary, Confidential meeting should be convened before any decisions
were made’,

Ra: schadule of minutes having confidential items of business
Plaase see attached sheet, detaillng the subjects and outcomes.

Re; Agendas [ Confidential items of business
Historically, it has been the practice to ramove agendas from the Steyning Parish Council website in

order to save visitors to the weabsite from ‘trawling’ through the wehsite to find current information.

| can confirm that agendas will not be removed in future, although it may take some time to reload
historic agendas.

Kind regards

Rebececa Luckin
Clerl to Stayning Parish Councl
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